ABSTRACT OF THE INVENTION 
[0050] A method and apparatus for unloading long ribbon rails which are carried on a 

transport car on bunks which hold the rails in four or five different tiers each containing eight 
to ten rails. A special railcar is equipped with a gantry crane which feeds the rails from the 
bunks into power driven thread boxes. The thread boxes grip the rails and feed them 
rearwardly onto the railway bed. After the first two rails have been unloaded side by side, 
the next pair are fed into the thread boxes. The thread boxes feed these rails out of the bunks 
as the train is moved forwardly at the same speed as the rails are fed rearwardly so that the 
rails are unloaded end to end with the first pair of rails. The railcar has retractable over the 
road wheels that allow it to be towed on the roadway to the site of the rail transport car. 


1289402v I 


21 


